to familiarize them with the system of thought on the given
subject, to train them to systematize acquired knowledge.,
to group this knowledge., to appraise its relative value. ..."
The creator of the cultivated soil theory attached great
value to the cultivation of all labour. His assistants recall
the refined technical equipment he used in his laboratory
work. "The subtlest of special instruments, the rarest of
chemical retorts of his own design, automatic washing devices,
rubber caps for washing soil from bowls, syringes borrowed
from dentists, brushes borrowed from artists, knives borrowed
from confectioners, hammers, hooks, and so on and so
forth____"
This was also the negation of half-hearted work; is not
primitiveness the sister of slipshodness?
In response to the greetings he received on the fiftieth
anniversary of his scientific and public activities, Wil-
liams said:
"I hope to live to the day when the kolkhoz hectare will
yield fifty centners of wheat."
He lived to see the hectares cultivated by kolkhoznik
Yefremov and his followers yield as much as seventy and
a hundred centners each.
Russel, an English soil scientist, once asked him in
amazement:
"Have you discovered the elixir of youth?"
"I have lived through three revolutions," answered
Williams. "1 not only lived through them, but took an ac-
tive part in them. That, evidently, is my elixir of youth."
Towards the end of his life, at the age of seventy-six,
he wrote a letter to Comrade Stalin, saying:
"I don't seem to get old. The consciousness that I am
in the ranks of Lenin's great Party, that I am working under
its guidance, and yours, my dear Joseph Vissarionovich,
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